
As hoped when we created the opening day video, we 
want this year to be fun for students, staff, and families. 
The 2022-23 school year is off to a great start. We 
could not be happier to watch our students participate 
in classes, events, and extra-curriculars with a sense 
of normalcy. Our hallways are full of laughter and 
camaraderie again, our stands are full of spectators for 
sporting events, and our performing arts students are 
preparing for fall performances already. It is an exciting 
time at Tallmadge City Schools.  
As recently reported, we are renaming our football 
stadium after long-time coach and volunteer, Larry 
Bagnoli. Mr. Bagnoli has been helping our school and 
teams since 1980 and has been a passionate supporter 
of our students, coaches and community. We’re proud 
to be renaming the stadium after a man who has given 
so much to the Tallmadge community. We are sure Mr. 
Bagnoli’s influence will serve as an inspiration for this 
and future generations.
As our school year continues, it is a good time to reflect 
on how grateful we are to have such a welcoming and 
open community. Our students have been enjoying their 
time together, and it’s vital that our students learn how 
to be social again after two years of the pandemic. Our 
classrooms, sporting events, and other activities provide 
the necessary opportunities for them to interact and 
meet new friends. These social skills will serve them 
well in our district and beyond, whether our graduates 
move on to further their education, enter the workforce, 
or enlist.
We hope that you will continue to support all our teams 
and students. Please visit our school calendars to learn 
of upcoming events, and don’t be afraid to seek out 
occasions to participate in scheduled activities. This 

could be students joining clubs, parents supporting 
from the audience or family members volunteering to 
help.
Our district succeeds when all are involved, and this 
school year will provide plenty of chances for us all to 
invest in the success of our students and community. 
As we move forward with this school year, let’s be 
grateful for those opportunities; they not only improve 
our students’ experience but also help strengthen our 
district and community.

The process is underway to rename the Tallmadge 
High School stadium in honor of long-time 
volunteer and coach, Larry Bagnoli. The Tallmadge 
Board of Education voted on the resolution at the 
Sept. 21 board meeting, giving the naming a 20-
year term, at which point the future board can vote 
to renew the name.

“Anyone who knows Mr. Bagnoli knows him to be 
an ardent supporter of our school, our student-
athletes and our community,” said Tallmadge 
Superintendent Steve Wood. “He’s been a part of 
our football program for over 40 years as a coach 
and volunteer and has been a positive mentor to 
all our coaches and players over the years. Naming 
the stadium in his honor is just a small token of our 
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gratitude to him and his family. It ensures his influence 
will remain for decades to come.”

Bagnoli began helping the football team as an offensive 
line coach under Coach Tony Kijanko in 1980. Bagnoli 
then served as equipment manager for every coach 
until Joe Vassalotti in 2014. Bagnoli’s favorite role on 
Friday nights was to provide the game ball to the 
referees before the game.

“I know Mr. Bagnoli was much more than an equipment 
manager,” said current Tallmadge board president, 
Christine Cipa. “He was a friend, mentor and supporter 
of the players, coaches and ball boys. While he’s not on 

our sidelines much these days, he is a strong supporter 
of our team and is a big help to Coach Hay and his 
staff. He’s the perfect example of the type of person 
who should receive such an honor.”

Bagnoli also made an impact while on the Tallmadge 
City School Board of Education from 2000-2006. His 
service as a Board Member along with his strong, 
ongoing advocacy in support of our schools has helped 
to garner community support for levy campaigns and 
was instrumental in the transformation of our facilities.  

Bagnoli and his family have operated funeral homes in 
Tallmadge since 1968. A resident since 1970, Bagnoli 
has served the Tallmadge community in many ways. He 
is past-President of both the Tallmadge Lions Club and 
the Chamber of Commerce. He is an active member of 
Tallmadge First Congregational Church. Wood said that 
Bagnoli’s influence on the community is far-reaching 
and long-lasting. 

“To know Mr. Bagnoli is to know a man who has 
dedicated his life to his community,” added Wood. 
“Tallmadge is lucky to have him as a part of our city. 
And many of us are fortunate enough to have had his 
world-famous spaghetti sauce.”

Meet the Team Night on Aug. 11 was a resounding success, with players from all fall sports teams being introduced 
to the community and the younger Blue Devils in the district. Participants were able to play games with athletes 
and cheerleaders. Some of the favorites were bean bag toss, golf shot and giant Jenga. Fans were also treated with 
a speech by coaches and really great introduction from the football players. The fall sports season has followed suit 
with great seasons all around, thanks to the fun time everyone had at Meet the Team Night!

Meet the Team Night
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Tallmadge High School students are gearing up for Homecoming. The week of events includes dress-up 
days like Adam Sandler day on Monday, Sept. 26. Students dressed up like their favorite Adam Sandler 
characters, with plenty of Happy Gilmores, Billy Madisons and more! The Homecoming Parade begins 
Thursday, Sept. 30, at 5:30pm at the middle school. Everyone is ready to cheer on the Blue Devils in the 
Homecoming game Friday vs. Cuyahoga Falls!

Tallmadge Middle School Track members ran to big victories in the Blue Devil XC Invitational. Both girls and boys 
teams took home the wins, with both teams sporting gold medal winners in their respective events. Congrats to 
Donevan Noah, who nearly beat the school record for the two-mile event. Congrats to all the runners!

Run Up to Hoco

TMS Track

On Friday, September 23, 
Tallmadge High Student 
Senate hosted its annual 
blood drive. The community 
and age-appropriate students 
donated 45 bags of blood. That 
amount is almost enough to 
save 150 lives! Thanks to all 
who came out and donated 
their time and blood for this 
important cause. And thanks 
to the Student Senate for 
organizing!

THS Hosts 
Successful 
Blood Drive
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The Annual Tallmadge Middle School Tailgate provided events, 
food, snacks and fun times for all involved. There was a lot 
of anticipation for this year’s event, with everyone excited to 
ensure the tradition lived on. Held on the baseball field, next 
to the football stadium, middle school families donated chips, 
cookies and water for the evening’s festivities. The TMS PTA 
purchased and prepared over 400 hot dogs!

Thanks to Chad Davis of Dove Audio Visual who donated 
his time and equipment to DJ the event with great music. Mr. 
Manion and the administration set up several games for the 
kids to play, including giant Jenga, bean bag toss and more!

TMS Tailgate Served Up 400 Hotdogs

The Annual Boosterthon fundraiser for Tallmadge Elementary 
School was a huge success... unless you ask the school’s 
principals! The third graders surpassed their fundraising 
goal, raising more than $55 thousand dollars! Congrats to 
Brentley who earned the most and won a chance to spin the 
Wheel of Misfortune, earning the “One Chip Challenge!” Of 
course, the real winners were the principals who, because of 
the success of the fundraiser, had to kiss a goat! It wasn’t a 
baaaaaahhdddd time at all! The Boosterthon Fun Run was 
held on Wednesday, Sept. 28.

Boosterthon is Back at TES!
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A big shout out to all our volunteers, staff, parents and 
community members for coming together on a beautiful 
evening to celebrate our school at Back to School Night 
last week. We are already amazed by what our students 
have started this year, and can’t wait to see how they 
continue to grow their brains. 

Thank you to our police and fire departments for always 
supporting our students! Your support and commitment to 
safety is unparalleled. 

Back to School Night

Kidscript is a program for our 5th graders, presented 
by Barberton Magical Theatre.  At the Fall Kickoff, they 
present the students with ideas and “ingredients” that 
make up a good story. The students have a few weeks 
to write their scripts and the teachers will submit them 
to the Magical Theatre Company. In the spring, 2 scripts 
will be chosen to be performed by their professional 
actors for our 5th graders. Good luck!

Kidscript comes to TES
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Tallmadge  
Social

Check out what is happening in  
our school buildings this month. 
Follow @tsctweets1 for more info!
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